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The Steamboat Perry
Ronald e. Magill

As early as 1891, it was evident that
the history of steam powered ships
needed to be captured and recorded as a
part of local history. William Patterson,
then President of the Salem County
Historical Society, prepared a paper to be
read before the Society entitled “A History
of Salem Steamboats,” March 17, 1891.
The paper was popular enough that Mr.
Patterson subsequently published it.

Virginia (now West Virginia). The first
steam vessel documented on the
Delaware river was a “trial” done at
Philadelphia by John Fitch in 1788. In
Salem County, the first steamboat to
arrive was the Aetnea in 1816 at Salem
City. Many other steam vessels moored in
Salem County through the nineteenth
century at Hancocks Bridge, Penns Grove
and Pennsville.

Patterson noted that as early as 1784,
James Rumsey of Virginia made an
experimental steamboat trip on the
Potomac River near Shepherdstown,

The fascination with steamboats
continues to this day. As recently as this
past summer, the Society’s Quarterly
Newsletter (Vol. 57, No. 2:19) used a short

reference to the steamboat Perry as a
filler:
“There is an exhibition in the window of
B. Frank Wood’s Book Store, a splendid
crayon drawing of the steamer “Perry” by
her captain, Samuel Johnson. It is a
faithful drawing of the steamer, both in
appearance and coloring, and stamps
Capt. J. as a skillful artist.”

Salem Sunbeam, Salem, New Jersey,
March 29, 1878.
(continued on page 58)
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The Quarterly Newsletter is published by the
Salem County Historical Society
Spring, Summer, Fall and Winter.
This publication may include historical
materials that contain language or stereotypes
reflecting the culture or language of a
particular period or place. These items are
presented as part of the historical record.
Research Library & Museum Hours
Tuesday through Saturday
12 Noon - 4 PM
Admission Fee $5.00
Free for Members
www.salemcountyhistoricalsociety.com
Address Correspondence to:
Salem County Historical Society
83 Market Street
Salem, New Jersey 08079
Tel. (856) 935-5004
Fax: 856-935-0728
Mission Statement: The mission of the
Salem County Historical Society is to seek,
document, preserve, interpret and perpetuate
Salem County's heritage, and to enhance the
awareness and appreciation of that heritage,
through its research, collections, functions,
exhibits,
educational
programs
and
publications, for the benefit of future
generations and for the betterment of the
community.

Dear Members and Friends:
The past three years just flew by. It seems it was just a few months ago that I became the
President of this fine organization and now my term has come to an end. I am saddened
and excited at once. It has been three years of wonderful projects and interesting
challenges. I have reestablished friendships and made some new. All are more valuable
to me than I can express.
We are a Historical Society and, as such, I feel I must reminisce!
There have been no bigger projects untaken at the Society over the past three years than
those involving our buildings. We have put on a new roof, cleaned up our back vault,
addressed our plans for the Eakin House, partnered with the community to place off site
exhibits, and now, we are addressing a structural issue in the Alexander Grant House.
All projects were meticulously researched and thoughtfully carried out with Board
approval. What we are now looking forward to is renewed access to our exhibit rooms
and better use of our collections.
We have addressed our finances. Always overseen by a diligent committee of specialists
in the field, our current Finance and Endowment Committees have restructured our
holdings and created an Endowment Policy that spells out the Society’s approach to
investing and making the best use of your gifts.
And our exhibits, programs and events over the past few years have been planned and
presented by volunteers who have given their time and talents to make each a memorable
experience for all who attended.
At the heart of the Society is our staff. And what a great team we now have! Andrew
Coldren, Beverly Bradway, Kimberly Steiner, Wanda Hofbauer, and Richard Guido.
Thank you so much for all you do, always above and beyond expectations.
On behalf of the Board and our membership I would like to thank Mr. Michael Cooke
who has served the membership as Executive Vice President and Trustee and is leaving
the Board at the end of the year. Mike has been active in many aspects of the Society
but his focus has been on building membership and partnerships over the years. Mike
will continue to share his talents with us as a valuable volunteer.
A thank you to Mr. Ronald Magill who is leaving the Board after many, many years.
Ron served the Society as President, Vice President of Museum, Treasurer, and Trustee.
As a native of Salem County, Ron has extensive knowledge of local history, antiques
and artifacts and a love of the community which has been invaluable to the Society. Ron
plans to do more traveling but he is only an email away!
And a very special thanks to Mr. Donald Pierce who has the honor of joining Dr. Robert
Brooks as a Trustee Emeritus. He has served the Society as both President and Trustee. I
can think of few who are as involved in so many aspects of the community as Don and
we have been honored to have him among us. I expect he will still pick more than a few
first Wednesday evenings to have dinner with his Rotary Club and then walk to the next
block to join us at the Society’s Board table!
Upon approval of our membership at our December Quarterly Meeting you will
welcome a new President, Executive Vice President and two Trustees to the Board. Dr.
Margaret Maxwell-Mood will move from her present position as Corresponding
Secretary to President. Mrs. Trudy O’Hare will move from her position as Treasurer to
Executive Vice President. Mrs. Gay Schneeman and I will join the board as Trustees. I
am confident our Search Committee has found the best people possible to lead our
Society.
I so deeply appreciate all of the support and friendship that has been shared with me over
the years. You have made my time as your President a treasure. Thank you to all.

On the cover: The steamboat Perry, moored
at an unknown location; Courtesy of the
Independence Seaport Museum, Philadelphia

Barbara Smith Duffy
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Calendar of Events




Saturday, December 1, 2012
Yuletide Tour of Historic Salem 1-6PM
Sunday, December 9, 2012
Quarterly Meeting 1:30PM at Friends Village in Woodstown (see
further on page 54)
Holiday Closings: Chr istmas Day & New Year ’s Day

Society News and Recent Events
Our Annual Dinner was
held on Friday, Sept. 21st
and was very successful.
The trustees, members,
volunteers and staff all
enjoyed an evening of
fellowship and good
conversation. The
support the Society
receives at the Annual
Dinner is essential to our
operations and is a
wonderful opportunity to
update our members on
what we are doing and,
just as important, getting
feedback from the
community as well.
We are now nearly ready
to proceed with
renovations on the Grant
House. We have the
plans from the engineer,
we are submitting those
plans to the building
inspector, and we are
hopeful to be ready to
start work on the repairs
by the beginning of
November. We are not
sure how long the repairs
will take, but we will
certainly be ready to open
some of our upstairs
rooms by the Holidays.
For more on this, see the
update in this newsletter.
The Historical Society was
on the road in October,
speaking to the Pairs and

Spares on October 3rd
and the Daughters of the
American Revolution on
October 13th. There is
great interest in the
community in what we
are doing at the Society,
and we are always
gratified to be given the
opportunity to get the
word out.
Sunday, October 21st, the
Salem County Historical
Society sponsored the 9th
John Rock Memorial
Lecture at Mt. Pisgah
A.M.E. Church in Salem.
The free event began at 3
p.m. and Prof. Timothy
Hack spoke about early
abolitionism in West
Jersey. It was an excellent
community event and an
appropriate opportunity
to take a moment and
celebrate the life of a truly
extraordinary Salem
County native.




May 4, 2013
Open House in Fenwick’s Colony Tour
Spring 2013
Civil War Exhibit opens!

John S. Rock Lecture & Scholarship

Kelsey Cole, center, was the recent recipient of the John S. Rock
Memorial Scholarship awarded by the Salem Community College for the
2012-2013 academic year. Cole, a Mannington Township resident is a
2012 graduate of Salem County Vocational Technical Schools and
currently a first year student at the College. Andrew Coldren, left,
Administrator/Curator of the Society, with Harlan Buzby, congratulates
Cole with a copy of the monograph on Rock’s life, John Stewart Rock:
Teacher, Healer, Counselor, authored by Buzby and published by the
Society in 2002. The $500 scholarship is donated annually to the College
from a restricted fund that is supported solely by tax deductible
contributions from the public at large and maintained at the Salem County
Historical Society.

On Friday, October 26th,
the Historical Society
participated in the Salem
City Walking Ghost Tour.
Tours began at the Royal
Port Antiques and
stopped at some of
Salem’s spookier sites.
Above right, Professor Timothy Hack of the Salem Community College
is welcomed by center, Andrew Coldren, and left, The Rev. Dr. H.
Holland Fields, Jr., as presenter for the 9th John S. Memorial Lecture
held at Mt. Pisgah AME Church, Salem on October 21 st. Prof. Hack’s
program, “The Cradle of Liberty: West Jersey and Early Abolition” was
dedicated to the late Giles R. Wright.
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Annual Appeal 2012
Whether it’s a fourth grade student viewing artifacts and learning about the history of Salem County, a Civil War buff stopping
by to see the progression of our next exhibit, a young woman researching her family genealogy in our Library and Archives, or a
retiree attending a Quarterly Meeting lecture – history comes alive at the Salem County Historical Society every day!
As we continue to celebrate the Society, we extend our heartfelt gratitude to members of our community like you who make this
possible, and we thank you for your continued support of our mission: to seek, document, preserve, interpret and perpetuate
Salem County's heritage.
Today, more than ever, your financial support is needed to ensure that the Salem County Historical Society will continue to
flourish and grow.
With your help, we will be able to:
• Present new and enhanced exhibits and programs
We are excited about the Society’s 2013 schedule which will feature a spring exhibit on the Civil War as
experienced by Salem County’s men and women.
• Support our highly qualified personnel to meet our staffing needs
Our ability to offer engaging exhibits and educational programs, to add to and properly maintain our
collections and archives, to keep pace with technology, and to effectively serve you and the community
requires a strong, professional staff.
• Continue essential building maintenance and restoration projects
Of particular importance is our current project of reinforcing our Grant Bedroom floor. We have not allowed
access to the second floor in many years forcing us to close the Doll room, the Salem County Glass display
along with other interesting areas. With the completion of this project, we will be able to redesign and reopen
the upstairs exhibit rooms. This and other maintenance projects are vital to caring for our building, which is
newly listed on the National Register of Historic Places.
Ensuring that the Salem County Historical Society maintains its vital role in our community – in short, to fulfill the mission set
out by our founders 128 years ago – would not be possible without the continued interest, participation, enthusiasm and support
of members and friends like you.
We thank you in advance for considering a gift to the Salem County Historical Society as part of your annual charitable giving
plan. When you receive our annual appeal letter, please take a minute to complete the enclosed donation form, and join us in our
mission to preserve Salem County’s rich history and culture.
During the October 3, 2012 meeting of the Board of Trustees, the Board adopted an Endowment Management Policy. The
Board, led by the Finance Committee, continues to diligently oversee your gifts to the Society earmarked for Endowment. Please
consider future bequests and please get in touch for more information. Following is an excerpt:

Salem County Historical Society Endowment Management Policy
PreambleThis document contains the Endowment Management Policy approved by The Board of Trustees (BOT, the Board, the Trustees)
of the Salem County Historical Society (the Society).
Definition and Purpose of the EndowmentThe Endowment of the Salem County Historical Society represents the gifts, bequests and other such funds as designated by the
donor or the Board of Trustees for inclusion in the Endowment of the Society. The purpose of the Endowment is to enable the
Society to fulfill its mission by providing perpetual financial stability to the organization as outlined herein.
Guiding PrinciplesThe following Guiding Principles shall be mandatory and applied in the following order of importance.
1. Preservation of Capital The pr incipal amount in the Endowment, including any additional amounts designated by the
Board which have accumulated due to donation, bequest, or growth and income resulting from investment, shall be segregated
from all other funds of the Society, and shall not be available for any other purposes, except in case of (Board designated)
emergency as outlined herein. No part of the Endowment shall be used as collateral or be otherwise encumbered.
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2. Preservation of Value The Endowment shall be invested in accordance with the Investment Policy approved by the Board with
the primary objective of preserving value of the funds paying particular attention to inflation, currency valuation, opportunity and
risk. Preservation of Value/Capital shall not be accomplished through accumulation of new gifts and/or bequests. Accumulated
additions or accruals to Endowment resulting from gifts, bequests or other Board designated monies shall not be included in Value
Preservation computations.
3. Growth of Endowment Value The Endowment shall be invested in accor dance with the Investment Policy appr oved by
the Board with the additional objective of generating investment income resulting in an increase in total Value of the Endowment,
thereby strengthening the Endowment and increasing its ability to contribute excess income to operating accounts.
4. Operating Income Contribution Having satisfied all of the above objectives of Capital Pr eser vation, Pr eser vation of
Value and Growth, the Board may authorize that a specified amount of excess Endowment income be transferred from the
Endowment to one or more operating accounts supporting other activities of the Society. The Board, or its designated committee,
shall conduct a periodic review of income and growth performance over a specified prior term. For example, a three year period of
averaged investment results, discounted for inflation and desired Endowment growth, resulting in a percentage of “excess”
endowment income that may be contributed by the Endowment to operating accounts. Any such contribution to operating accounts
shall be limited to amounts declared “excess investment income” by the Board, after meeting Guiding Principles 1, 2 and 3
above.

The old Smith mansion on West
Broadway is now on rollers and moving
down Chestnut Street to a new location
on Walnut Street. Messrs. William
Morris and John V. Craven disposed of
the building to Z. B. Sickler who is
moving it.

Contractor VanDyne, who erected the
large North Main Street railroad bridge,
completed the work last Monday and has
left Woodstown. The bridge is one of the
handsomest and most substantial in this
section and is a great improvement to
Woodstown.

Salem Sunbeam, Salem, NJ, January 6, 1888

Elmer Times, Elmer, NJ, February 22, 1924

Post Offices Discontinued
The United States Post Office has recently ordered
the discontinuance of the post offices at Aldine and
Whig Lane. The mail is now forwarded to the former
patrons of these offices from the Elmer office by
rural carriers.
Salem Standard & Jerseyman, Salem, NJ, December 19,
1906

A Church and Community Survey of Salem County New Jersey
… Excerpt from a survey made under the direction of Edmund deS. Brunner, Director of the Town and Country Survey
Department and Committee on Social and Religious Surveys, Interchurch World Movement.
Published George H. Doran Company, NY 1922.

RECREATIONAL LIFE
The play life of any people reveals
much. In that life they are free from
compulsion of either business or the
influence of educational standards.
Salem County is prosperous enough
to have any type of recreation it cares
to pay for. The survey, however,
shows that insufficient effort has been
made to meet the need for noncommercialized recreation, of a
character to include all groups and
both sexes in the community, and
which is at the same time
spontaneous and democratic. The
recreational situation in Salem
County is indicated by the following
table:

Number of communities in County ………………………… 15
“

“

“

with dance halls …………………… 5

“

“

“

“

moving pictures ……………… 1

“

“

“

“

pool rooms ………………….. 12

“

“

“

“

bowling alleys ………………. 1

“

“

“

“

organized athletics ………….. 4

“

“

“

“

band …………………………. 3

“

“

“

“

orchestra …………………….. 2

“

“

“

other buildings for recreation ………. 7

Despite this apparently poor showing, there are possibilities for a better recreational
program. One of the towns has athletic associations with both Sunday and day
schools taking part. In those communities schools are being used for recreational
activities, while another uses a town hall and still another both grange hall and school.
One community has an amusement park and one town, in which Jews are the
predominant element in the population, has two community halls.
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Ghost Tour Recap
Once again, the Salem City Walking Ghost Tour was a great success. Over 200 people came out on a
beautiful Friday night in town. The Historical Society had our barn open in order to show off such creepy
collections items as our horse drawn hearse and cooling board for the deceased. In the spirit of our
upcoming Civil War Exhibit, we told the story of the retrieval of the body of Lieutenant Edward Acton, who
was killed in the Civil War and returned to Salem.

Left, Jason Reese, Ghost Tour guide and above, Andrew Coldren,
Administrator/Curator of the Salem County Historical Society.

DECEMBER QUARTERLY MEETING
December 9, 2012 at 1:30PM
FRIENDS VILLAGE, Woodstown, NJ
RICHARD SLAVIN presents:
"Pre-Civil War Era Textiles and
Fabrics for the Home"
Richard Slavin, a former archivist and historian for R. Schumacher & Co., will dispel the myths on the
use of wool and cotton vs. silk before the Civil War. Mr. Slavin will have samples of some of the early
fabrics including samples currently in the White House. Slavin resides in the Jacob Hufty House on
Market Street, Salem, and is the proprietor of the "Serendipity on Market" gift shop.

We have in our office a photograph picture of the exterior of the
First Baptist Church and Town Clock, of this place, taken by Mr.
Hooke, artist. Copies can be purchased at the Daguerrean and
Ambrotype Saloon―the house on wheels―of Messrs. Evans and
Hooke, on Broadway, opposite Friends’ Burying- ground, where
daguerreotypes, ambrotypes, and photographs may also be
procured at short sittings and on reasonable terms.
The Salem Sunbeam, Salem, N. J., January 23, 1857

The New Opera House—Those who have doubted the
erection of a new opera house in Salem need doubt no
longer, for the enterprise is almost assured. The cost has
been divided into 100 shares, of which over 50 have been
taken already. The last entertainment in Rumsey Hall clearly
demonstrated the fact that a better appointed place of
resort is much needed in Salem.
The Salem Sunbeam, Salem, NJ, February 25, 1881
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Gift Memberships

50 YEARS AGO
Elmer Times, December, 1962


Old Elmer Post Office leased by St. Ann’s for Parish Hall.



James J. Coombs top vegetable grower in 12 northeastern states.



New school opened in Upper Pittsgrove.



Wood Lanes—Woodstown—Now Open for Bowling Daily.



Whole Frying Chickens—27¢ lb. —Wodlinger’s—Elmer.

75 YEARS AGO
The Penns Grove Record, December, 1937


Camera Club meets at home of William Hall, Pennsville.



Last Seine Fisherman Dies—Henry Fow (1848-1937).



Flowers for Christmas—Lawnside Greenhouses—Woodstown.



Mrs. Fred Coney, Woman’s Club, heads Woodstown trash can
project.



New Year’s Dinner—Morris’ Restaurant—$1.00.

100 YEARS AGO

What a great gift idea for family or friends
with ties to Salem County!
A gift membership to the Salem County Historical
Society includes many special features available
only through the end of the year.
Gift memberships come in a special gift package
that can be sent to you, or directly to the recipient.
Simply fill in the enclosed membership form and
attach a note with contact information for you and
the individual or family receiving the gift.
For the same cost as regular memberships, your gift
membership package will also include:
Charming personalized gift package
A copy of Place Names of Salem County
A set of 6 Grant House note cards
3 postcards of the Salem Oak
A $5 coupon towards program fees

Salem Sunbeam, December, 1912


Two inch cannon ball found in house of Frank H. G. Shimp—
Canton.



Mr. Storms replaces William Chew as toll-gate house keeper—
Quinton.



First Methodist, Salem, dedicates new pipe organ.



William Davies, Quinton, granted patent on his tomato washer.



Otto Garhs, 32, killed by train near Curtice Brothers Woodstown.

Museum Acquisitions
Dwight R. Cooley, Chapel Hill, NC. Embroidery by Emily
Hanes made in 1838. (2012.031)
Dr. Edward Fogg, Alloway. A miniature chair attributed to
Clinton Bowen; a certificate issued to Clinton Bowen for a
miniature bureau from the Salem County Agricultural Society in
1851. (2012.030)
James Acton, Salem. A leather cap with the text “Save with
ICE” printed on both sides. (2012.029)
Katherine Heverin, Pennsville. A glass milk bottle with
Dalbow Dairy cap. (2012.028)

(to be continued)

Other Gift Ideas:
“Birds” by Ron LeHew, black and white print - $25.
(bottom left)
“Carousel” by Ron LeHew, color - $45. (bottom right)
“Birdseye Pictorial View of Salem City 1886” by O.H. Bailey
Co. Pub. Boston, black and white - $20. (top)
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Grant House Structural Problem Attacked
By Dave Culver
Old buildings have many positive characteristics
like beauty, charm, and historic interest. But they
can also have less appealing attributes like systems
that are inadequate to meet modern needs. So it is
with our beloved headquarters, the Alexander Grant
House. Willed to the Salem County Historical
Society by Helena Hubble, a direct descendant of
Alexander Grant, in 1929, it has served us well over
the years, but a problem has been observed. When
people walk across the floor of the large 2nd floor
bedroom, it tends to bounce up and down. Concerns
over the structural integrity have grown. This is one
of the reasons that public access to our Museum
space has been restricted to the first floor in recent
years.
An important project was recently undertaken to

beams. The old floor used to sag in the middle of the
room because the old joists are slightly bowed. The
new joists are straight and will be mounted a bit
higher, so they will support the floor and everything
standing on the floor, while the old joists will
support the plaster ceiling below. Advantages of this
approach are:
The design can support a larger load because it
effectively separates the dead load (plaster ceiling)
from the live load (people and things on floor above)
except at the very ends of the joists,
All of the original structure is retained which
permits further study in the future.
The changes are almost totally reversible. They
could be removed in the future with no impact on the
original structure other than nail holes.
This approach is estimated to be the cheapest
solution if the plaster ceiling can be retained and we
believe that it can.
The project is underway and should be completed
before spring with a cost estimated to be $15,000.
This will hopefully lead to the eventual reopening of
popular parts of the Grant House 2nd floor, like the
doll room, the glass room and the period bedrooms.

determine if we have a structural problem and, if
there is one, to correct it. Floorboards were removed
and the floor joists inspected by Richard Ortega, an
architect and engineer who specializes in fixing old
buildings. He found that the old oak joists are all in
good condition, with no sign of rot and only minimal
cracks, and that they are well supported by the brick
walls at either end of the room. But he concluded
that the joists are undersized to meet today’s needs.
To simultaneously support the plaster ceiling of the
room below and a group of people walking on the
floor above, the floor support system needs either
more joists or larger joists. After considering several
ways to address the problem, Mr. Ortega proposed a
unique solution.
The three weakest joists are reinforced or
“sistered” with additional beams. Then new double
joists are added between each of the existing joists.
These new joists are supported by double headers
located near the walls and attached to the existing

This project is important to the future of the Grant
House and our museum. You can contribute to the
Grant House Structural Project. Consider supporting
this important work at one of the following sponsor
levels:

SPONSOR SUGGESTED
LEVEL CONTRIBUTION
We

Splinter - $25
Board - $50
Beam - $100
Tree - $500

really need your help. Please send your checks to
SCHS Structural Project, Salem County Historical
Society, 83 Market Street, Salem, NJ 08079.
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Mysteries under the Floorboards
When the floorboards were removed in the Grant
House 2nd floor bedroom, a curious thing was found. One
would expect to find a set of hand hewn joists
contemporary with the 1721 construction date, or a set of
later joists indicting modifications to the structure
sometime after the original construction date. What we
found were several joists which were hand hewn on one
side and sawn on the other. On the sawn side beyond the
end of the saw cut, you can see that the last several inches
were split, suggesting that this was the grip end of the log
for the sawmill. Clearly, these were early joists which had
been sawn in half and reused in the Grant House sometime
after the original construction.
Why were the original beams removed? Were the
modified replacement joists originally from the Grant
House? If so, why were they removed and modified? It
seems more likely they were taken from another building
which was being taken down. Could modifying and

reusing old beams have been cheaper than making new
ones? How were these large beams moved into their
current position? Because they rest in pockets and are
supported by the brick walls, they need to be longer than
the room. Parts of the walls above the pockets must have
been removed to allow placement of the joists and then
rebuilt after the joists were in place. Not a simple task.
Many mysteries, few answers. But these clues may help
us better understand the evolution of the Grant House.

The disaster which accompanied the performance of
Washburn’s “Uncle Tom’s Cabin” Co., in Johnstown, Pa., last
week, recalls the fact that the burning of the Salem Opera
House several years ago occurred after the performance of
Uncle Tom’s Cabin under the management of this same
Washburn.
The Monitor, Woodstown, NJ, December 20, 1889
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(continued from cover)
Sometimes even such a small reference can bring significant
information to light. This most recent reference was noted by a
Society member who happened to own a pastel (crayon drawing)
of the Perry
but about
which little
was known.
It had been
purchased
at the estate
auction of
Fred
Burkhart of
Elsinboro.
In the same
member’s
Pastel of the Perry. Drawn by the steamboat’s Captain,
collection is
Samuel Johnson, and exhibited at Salem, New Jersey in
March 1878. 21 ½ x 34 ½ in.
Private Collection. an oil
painting of
the steamer Perry by James and John Bard, twin brothers who
painted numerous steamboats together until 1850. This painting
was purchased at auction in Maine and is documented in the
book, The Bard Brothers: Painting American Under Steam and
Sail, published in 1979 by The Mariners’ Museum, Newport News,
Virginia.
In addition to two paintings of the steamship Perry in the
same private collection, the Salem County Historical Society owns
a 19th century broadside advertising the Perry’s excursions, and a
log book from one of the Perry’s captains, Samuel Prior of Salem.
All this information emphasizes the importance of steamships in
the nineteenth century in Salem County and also how significant
the Perry was within the list of steamships that came to Salem
County ports.

Winter 2012

of the war in 1865, it was purchased by the American Steamboat
Company.
From May 1867
to May 1868 the
Perry’s home port
was first New York
City, then
Wilmington,
Delaware which
became the ship’s
home port for the
rest of its existence.
In the Society’s
broadside, the Perry
is advertised “...on
and after
September 5, 1868 Broadside of the steamboat Perry. Captain
Samuel Prior. Published by Inquirer Book and Job
stopping at
Print, Philadelphia. 1868. 14 3/4 x 11 in.
Pennsgrove,
From the Collection
Chester and via
stage to Smyrna...”
Until 1882, the Philadelphia Steam Boat Navigation Company
operated the Perry as an excursion vessel mainly between
Philadelphia and the City of Salem.
On May 31, 1882, the Perry was renamed the Delaware,
having been rebuilt and “modernized.” At this time the vessel
was said to be 152 ft. x 25 ft. x 7 ft. 5 inches, weighing 382 tons.
This renaming caused some confusion in research but thanks to
documentation in the Maine Maritime Museum at Bath, Maine, it
was confirmed that each vessel is assigned a unique number
when it is built. That number was carried forward when the Perry

The steamboat Perry. Oil on canvas. Artists: James and John Bard. Before
1856. 17 x 34 ¾ in.
Private Collection.

The steamboat Perry started life far from our local shores. It
was built by Devine Burts, Brooklyn, New York, for service on the
Narragansett Bay between Newport and Fall River. Its first voyage
was on April 2, 1846. The wood hulled vessel was documented at
149 ft. x 22 ft. 1 inch x 8 ft. 1 inch, weighing 256 tons. It had a
vertical beam engine with a side paddle wheel of 22 feet.
In 1862, the Perry was chartered for use in the Civil War for
towing by the Quartermaster General’s Department. At the end

The steamboat Delaware following a fire of total loss at Wilmington,
Delaware on May 20, 1896.

Courtesy of the Independence Seaport Museum, Philadelphia

was renamed the Delaware during the 1882 refurbishment.
This fine vessel’s voyages came to an end on May 20,
1896, when the fifty year old ship caught fire at 3:00 A.M.
while moored at a Wilmington, Delaware pier and sank.
There was no injury or loss of life, and the cause of the fire
was never determined.
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2012 Annual Dinner a Great Success!
The 2012 Annual Dinner was held on Friday, September 21st at the Washington Club in Penns Grove and was once again a great success.
The Annual Dinner is one of the most important dates on the calendar of the Salem County Historical Society. The Annual Dinner is an
event that raises vitally important funds for our operations. This year the raffle prize was a print of the Society’s painting of Miss Helena
Hubbell by George Conarroe. There were prizes for the Silent and Chinese Auctions that included gift certificates, books, prints, gift
baskets and much more. The evening’s activities included a lively game of History’s Mysteries and hearty thanks to the Trustees, Staff, and
volunteers who make the work of the Historical Society possible. Thanks are in order for the efforts of the Society’s Board, Staff and Dinner
Committee for planning a wonderful event.

Thank You To Our 2012 Annual Dinner Sponsors

Auction and Raffle Donors
Deborah Demarco

Annual Dinner Benefactor
PSEG Nuclear

Gaynel & Craig Schneeman

Abigail Goodwin Sponsors
Atlantic City Electric

Town & Country Golf Links

Du Pont Chambers Works
Hetty Saunders Sponsors
Delaware River and Bay Authority
Memorial Hospital of Salem County
Salem Community College
Cornelia Hancock Sponsors
Franklin Bank

Marlboro Farm Market
New Dodge’s Market
Woody’s Crab House
Salem City Café
Cape May Lobster House
Ellen Morrissey
Alex Alampi
Victoria Duffy

Thank You To Our 2012 Annual Dinner Patrons & Donors
Mr. Ricardo Ben-Safed

Mr. & Mrs. James Kates

Mr. & Mrs. Robert Brooks

Ms. Jane Maltman

Ms. Louise Brown

Ms. Peggy Massey

Mrs. Carla Buck

Maggie Maxwell-Mood

Dr. & Mrs. Harlan Buzby

Ms. Ellen Morrissey

Mr. & Mrs. Asa Cadwallader

Dr. & Mrs. Lawrence B. Owen

Mr. & Mrs. John S. Carpenter

Mrs. Marlyle Pietrantonio

Mr. William Clossey

Mr. B.Harold Smick

Mr. & Mrs. Brian Duffy

Ms. Nancy E. Spangler

Mr. William J. Gallo, Jr.

Mrs. Liv Stevenson-Tisa

Mr. George A. Githens

Mr. & Mrs. Joel Vittori

Mr. & Mrs. William Hancock

Mr. & Mrs. Arnold Bradway

Ms. Joan M. Hassler

Mrs. Emily Walker

Mr. & Mrs. Mike Hopp

Mrs. Elizabeth H. Yerkes

Mrs. Margaret H. Johnson
Ms. Joann Humphrey

Heartfelt Designs
Today’s Sunbeam
William Gallo, Jr.
Royal Port Antiques
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Genealogically Speaking….

Family Fragments Exhumed
LIST OF LETTERS
The following is the list of Letters remaining in
the Post Office at Salem, N. J., up to the 1 st of
January, 1857. Persons calling for letters in this
list will please say they are advertized.
GERMAN LIST
Bender, Mr . Fr eder ick E.
Dickert, Adam
Dusket, Hugh
Eberll, Magadalina
Kugle, Chr istian
Tunfstuck, Gustav
JOSIAH S. HACKETT, P. M.
The Sunbeam and Democrat Journal,
Salem, NJ, January 9, 1857

ALLOWAY
The death rate in this township the past year was
about the same as usual. The deaths of the adults
during the year are as follow: Emma Jenkins,
January 13th aged 42 years; William Lecount,
January 17th aged 84 years; Jane Rook, January 31st
aged 55 years; William S. Harris, February 6th aged
621 years; Charles P. Corson, March 6th aged 54
years; William Jackson, March 14th aged 70 years;
William W. Miller, March 23d, aged 62 years;
David B. Purnell, May 22d aged 66 years; Mary
Hitchner, J une 22d aged 60 year s; Mildr ed
Mason, J uly 26th aged 18 years; Sarah Reeves,
July 27th aged 67 years; Ann Elizabeth Harvey,
September 29th ages 47 years; Lucius S. Batten,
November 12th ages 72 years; Ellen J. Dance,
November 21st, aged 21 years; Oakford D. House,
The Board of Chosen Freeholders
November 26th aged 39 years; Theophilus Remster,
The funeral expenses of Melchor Breitel, of November 30th aged 68 years; Josiah Shute,
Upper Pittsgrove, ($35) were ordered paid.
December 8th aged 81 years; John Fries, December
Coroner Dunn presented bills for burying the 22d aged 79 years; James Roork, December 30th.
following persons: Child of W. W. Higgins, of National Standard, Salem, NJ, January 3, 1900
Manningotn; Thomas Groff, of Quinton;
Venney Hopkins, of Quinton, and for viewing
bodies of Beulah Allen and Charles Arthur
Brown, all of which wer e or der paid.
National Standard, Salem, NJ,
$20 REWARD
November 19, 1890
RAN AWAY fr om the subscr iber , on
the 16th June last, an indented colored boy named
George Tudis, 15 years old, had on a blue
A person named Francis Stull of Salem County, nankeen roundabout, corded vest and trowsers, andth
on Thursday night, jumped from the third story straw hat. Said boy returned on the night of the 26
window of the “Green Tree Hotel,” July and stole and took away with him a new fur
Philadelphia and severely injured himself. He hat, westcoat, shirt and pantaloons, all new, and
was found by the watchmen and taken to the some money. The hat had Gillingham & Curtis
Hospital where he died a few days afterwards. inside. He sometimes calls himself George Jackson.
If gone out of the county, he may likely be found
National Standard, Salem, NJ, July 7, 1847
about Mount Ephraim. Any person taking up said
boy and securing him in jail, or giving information
so I can obtain him and the clothes, shall receive
The first interment in the new Catholic the above reward, and all reasonable charges paid;
cemetery, on Walnut Street, this city, took place All persons are forbid harboring him contrary to
yesterday, William Eagen, formerly of Salem, law. JOB WRIGHT
who died in Philadelphia a few days ago, being Mannington, Salem Co. Aug. 9, 1833
buried there.
Salem Messenger, Salem, NJ, August 9, 1833
National Standard, Salem, NJ,
October 26, 1887
One Cent Reward
Ranaway
from
the
subscriber on the 17th inst. an
Allowaystown Items.
indented black boy named Charles Fisher, aged
Gould S. Hitchner has commenced oper ation
about 18 years.—
in his cider yard at Remsterville, and will soon
commence the manufacture of “Jersey Any person returning said runaway to his master
shall have the above reward, but no charges paid.
Lightning.”
JOHN HALL
National Standard, Salem, NJ,
Salem Messenger, Salem, NJ, September 9, 1829
September 4, 1878

The Reformed
Medical College.—
The following are the
graduates, at the recent
commencement of this
institution, upon whom the
degree of M.D. was
conferred:
Abram P. Fields, of
Wilmington, Delaware;
John S. Rock, of
Philadelphia;
William G. Calver,
Philadelphia;
Thomas J. White,
Philadelphia;
James J. Gould Bias,
Philadelphia;
James J. Clark, Philadelphia;
S. Sourin Ewell, of Virginia;
and James Jennings, of New
York. Public Ledger,
Philadelphia, PA, March 2,
1852.
Courtesy of Christopher
Brooks, Ph.D., East
Stroudsburg University.

RAN AWAY
Ran away from Ryenear
Vanheist, of Salem, West
Jersey, a servant man named
Francis Lemors, about the
first of March last. He is a
Scotchman born; and, I
believe, a transported rebel;
has a full red face, many
words
and
little
performance,
wears
a
homespun, ragged coat, and
an ozenbrig shirt. He loves
drink very much, and the
smoking
of
tobacco.
Whoever shall take him up
shall have 40 shillings.
From Bradford’s Evening
Mercury,
published
in
Philadelphia, in 1721-3.
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Volunteers
Carol Bautista

Ronald E. Magill

Dr. Robert A. Brooks

Margaret E. Maxwell-Mood

J. Harlan Buzby

Ellen Morrissey

Michael J. Cooke

Trudy K. O’Hare

Sue Dolbow

Lawrence B. Owen

Barbara Smith Duffy

Jim Paras

Brian M. Duffy

Donald L. Pierce

William J. Gallo, Jr.

Frank Powell

Wayne Gotwals

Craig Schneeman

Charlotte Harrison

Janet Sheridan

Katherine Heverin

Diane Wohlrab

Peggy Kavanaugh

Ruthanne Wright

Noel Kemm
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Corporate and Business Members
“Partnerships with History”
FENWICK BENEFACTORS
Salem County Mutual Fire Insurance Company
The Denn House at Hancocks Bridge
GOODWIN PROVIDERS
DuPont Chamber Works
PEDERSEN PROVIDERS

Farmers Mutual Fire Insurance Company
of Salem County
Harvest Community Bank
Henry D. Young, Inc.
Mannington Mills
Warner & Company, CPA’s
OAK TREE ASSOCIATES

The Society continues to add to our used book sale list
on our website (www.salemcountyhistoricalsociety.com),
and also has books for sale in the Society’s Library.
Members and non-members alike have been actively
purchasing donated, used, damaged and duplicate books
in support of our Library’s future collection and
conservation efforts.
We thank everyone for their continued interest and
support.

Bob Brooks Auction Sales
Clement Pappas & Company, Inc.
Cowtown Rodeo
Earl H. Sloan, Inc.
Franklin Bank
John D. Jordan, Esq.
Kates Realty, LLC
Morgan’s Electrical Services
Oak Tree Chapter-NSDAR
The Society is grateful for the support of our cor-

Collections Spotlight
The museum inventory project is moving along! We
continue to find objects that we would like your help to
identify. If you have any ideas about this quarter’s
artifact please e-mail
info@salemcountyhistoricalsociety.com.
What we know: This is a bell-shaped glass piece with a
short curved stem. The stem end is a round knob. The
interior of the piece is completely hollow. The piece
resembles a candle snuffer but has no handle and is
larger than a typical snuffer, at about 5 inches in width.
What we would like your help with: What is the
function of this glass piece?

Page 62

Quarterly Newsletter

Winter 2012

From a Salem Boy in the Navy
U. S. S. Brooklyn
Off Pensacola, Fla., August 25, 1862
Dear Parents—As the “Rhode Island” is expected from
Galveston to-day or to-morrow, I improve another
opportunity of writing home.
—August 4th, Gen. Williams’ forces, who were
occupying Baton Rouge, La., were attacked by a large
rebel force under the command of Gen. Breckenridge,
and from the fear of the rebels being strongly
reinforced, this ship and the “Hartford” were
immediately ordered to the point.
Upon our arrival, we found that the rebels had been
driven back with great slaughter, and also that the rebel
ram “Arkansas” had been destroyed by the gunboat
“Essex”.
Our loss was considerable, and among the killed was
Gen. Williams, a man liked by all. After remaining
there until everything was quiet, we started down early
on the morning of August 9th.— About 12 o’clock we
reached Donelson, La., a place which still showed rebel
propensities, and commenced shelling it in good style;
after which armed boats were sent on shore, and most
of the buildings destroyed.
After accomplishing our object, we got under weigh
[sic] again, reaching New Orleans next morning. Soon
after our arrival, Capt. Wainwright, of the “Hartford,”
died; his remains were forwarded North in the same
vessel that carried Gen. Williams’ body.
—August 12, the news of the appointment of
Commodore Farragut as a Rear-Admiral was received;
he was duly honored by the whole squadron.
Next morning we started down the river, the first time
since our memorable entry on April 25th; and I can
assure you we were glad of it, as now there seemed
some prospect of snuffing salt water again. At 4 thirty
came to anchor between Forts Jackson and St. Phillip,
giving most of the officers a chance of examining those
structures.
—August 16, crossed the bar at South-West Pass and
turned our head towards Ship Island, where we arrived
at midnight. The change of air made every man on
board feel like new persons. Left Ship Island 6 A. M.,
Aug. 19, and arrived off Mobile Point about 2:30 P.M.,
remained a few minutes, started for Pensacola, and
arrived off the Light at 8:30 P.M.
Next morning passed Forts Barrancas, McRae and
Pickens, and anchored off the Navy Yard. The rebels
have made sad havoc of this place, utterly destroying
the town of Warrenton and the Navy Yard—nothing
but the ruins remain. We are still here, and from
appearances think that a fleet is gathering for active
service. We have lovely weather here—raining just
enough to keep the atmosphere cool. There are about
twenty sail[s] in the harbor, so things look somewhat
lively. Plenty of fish, but as for the “delicacies” from
the town of Pensacola, they are “few and far between.”

We have a report that “drafting” has been started
North—is it so? That is the only way to put down
effectually this wicked rebellion.
I would like to be in Salem for a short time, just to
look around old familiar object—impressions formed,
which never can be erased. I wonder how many young
men there are left that gathered day after day in the
Friends’ School, say ten years ago.
Many, I fear, have found a last resting-place on the
field of battle. Peace to their ashes! They responded to
their country’s call, and fell a noble sacrifice.
Do you ever mail any of the Salem papers to me? If
you do, I suppose they have been appropriated by
others, as I have yet to receive the first one. I
understand that gold and silver bring a high premium in
the north; if this is so, I expect “shin-plasters” are now
pretty much in fashion around Salem. It is almost an
impossibility to get a U. S. Treasury Note changed
here, unless you expend about the half of it.
CHARLEY
The Salem Sunbeam, Salem, NJ, September 19, 1862

MORE PRISONERS SENT TO
FORT DELAWARE
—Since the recent battles in Maryland, a large number of rebel
prisoners have arrived at Fort Delaware, and the total confined
there at this date is somewhat over 3000.
On Saturday last, 102 took the oath of allegiance and were
discharged—among them an Irishman named Jas. Vaughan,
who a few years since worked on the farm of Thomas Fogg, in
Elsinboro’, but afterwards migrated to Georgia, where he was
when the rebellion swept over the land, and drew him as a conscript into its vortex. He has since participated in most of the
battles in Virginia, and, to use his own words, has “seen the
elephant” in his full proportions.
The Steamer Major Reybold conveyed a fresh batch of rebels
to Fort Delaware on Tuesday last, on her down trip from Philadelphia.
Among the passengers on board was Mr. Boston Gosling, a
well-known citizen of Salem, who was arrested by the lieutenant
of the guard that had the rebels in charge, for “cursing Abe Lincoln and the Administrations,” and uttering other contraband
sentiments, he was placed within the walls of Fort Delaware.
Salem Sunbeam, Salem, NJ, October 3, 1862
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Membership Report
Individual
A. Thomas Clark
Susan Hewitt
Sharon McCarson
Esther Pierson
H. Matthew Smith
Travis Thompson
Student
Margaret Dunn
Family
Christine Carpenter
Ted Depike
Debra Abbott-Falzone
Thomas Purchase
In Memorium
Ralph E. McGill, Jr.

The
new
Hook
Bridge
is
now
finished, and will be
open for travel as
soon as the roads
leading to and from it
are put in condition. It
is said to be a
substantial structure,
and a credit to the
builder, Mr. Ebenezer
Smith, of this city.
The Sunbeam, Salem,
NJ,
December 3, 1875

“Perhaps, during the 18th century, the most widely
used imported cloth was ozenbrig, a tough, coarse
linen woven in Osnabruck, Westphalia, which they
made up into nearly everything from breeches and
entire suits to sheets, table covers, and
carpetbags.” www.chroniclesofamerica.com
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Board of Trustees
Barbara Smith Duffy, President…………………….….. 2012
Michael J. Cooke, Executive V. President………..…. 2012
David A. Culver, V. Pres. Museum…………………….. 2013
J. Harlan Buzby, V. Pres. Library …………………..... 2014
Margaret Maxwell-Mood, Recording Secretary……2013
Trudy K. O’Hare, Treasurer ……………………………..... 2013
Craig Schneeman, VP Building and Grounds…..…. 2014
Maggie Vaughan, Development.………………………….. 2014
Brian M. Duffy, Trustee ……………………………………. 2014
William J. Gallo Jr., Trustee ……………………………… 2014
Ronald E. Magill, Trustee …………………………………...2012
Ellen Morrissey, Trustee ……………………………………..2013
Donald L. Pierce, Trustee ……………………………………2012
Diane Wohlrab, Trustee.………………………………………2013
Robert A. Brooks, Ph.D. Trustee Emeritus

Staff
Administrator/Curator : Andrew R. Coldren
Librarian : Beverly Carr Bradway
Museum Staff : Kimberly Steiner
Administrative Assistant : Richard Guido
Bookkeeper : Wanda Hofbauer
Groundskeeper : William Jackson
Newsletter : Harlan Buzby, Ellen Morrissey,

Richard Guido, Andrew R. Coldren

Yes, I would like to become a member of the Salem County Historical Society!
Name________________________________________________________

New Member

Renewal

Address______________________________________________________________________________________________________________
City, State, Zip________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Telephone__________________________________________ Email ____________________________________________________________

Student
Individual
Family/Household
Partner
Sustaining
Contributing
Lifetime

Please check your desired category
We also have Business & Corporate
$10
Membership Opportunities!
$25
$40
Oak Tree Associate
$100-$249
$100
Pedersen Providers
$250-$499
Goodwin Providers
$500-$999
$150
Fenwick Benefactors
$1000+
$250
For more information on how your business can become
$500
members of the Society, please call 856-935-5004

Please make checks payable to the Salem County Historical Society. The Society now accepts credit card payments for
new memberships, renewals, and upgrades through our secure website: www.salemcountyhistoricalsociety.com

RETURN TO: SCHS, 83 Market Street, Salem, NJ 08079

Salem County Historical Society
83 Market Street
Salem, NJ 08079

Nonprofit
Organization
U.S. Postage
PAID
Pennsville, NJ
Permit No. 118

The Salem County Historical Society receives general operating support grants and project grants from the New Jersey Historical Commission, a division of the Department of
State. Additional funding has been made possible in part by funds from the New Jersey Historical Commission, a division of the Department of State, through the Salem
County Board of Chosen Freeholders and the Salem County Cultural and Heritage Commission.

National Standard, Salem, NJ, March 19,
1890
“Saint Mary’s Catholic Church is now
lighted by electricity.”

National Standard,
Salem, NJ, October 6, 1847

Deluxe motorcoach tours and
cruise packages

The new bell in the
Episcopal Church was hung
and rung on Monday. It
sounds very clear and can
be heard a great distance.
It is pronounced a superior
article.

www.seniortours.com
(610) 626-1977
(800) 227-1100
508 Irvington Road
Drexel Hill, PA 19026

Seniortours Inc.

