
 

 

    Volume 60, Issue No. 1      Spring 2015             (ISSN 1525-0983) 

Founded July 31, 1884 

 

“Better Living Through the Gospel”    
Motto of 28 Clergymen Employed at Chambers Works 

Salem Sunbeam, Salem, New Jersey 
February 19, 1952 
 

 The broad scope of interests covered by Chambers Works 
employees in their private lives is a perpetual source of 
amazement, the plant newspaper points out. For example, do you 
realize that, among our fellow-workers, there are 28 or more who 
serve as clergymen in their respective communities? 
 “Of course, in a group as well-adjusted as ours, you’d expect 
to find a large percentage of devout people, many of whom take 
active part in the functions of their various churches. It isn’t hard 
to believe that nearly two-thirds of us are faithful church 
members and that an estimated ten percent hold church office 
ranging from deacons, elders, ushers and altar assistants to choir-
masters and Sunday School superintendents. But not until we 
started to do this feature were we aware of the number of 
ordained, licensed and lay-preachers in our midst,” said the 
Chambers Works News in its Friday issue. 
 “Actually, the story developed from a notice we’d received 
that a Stores and Transport man had recently been assigned as 
pastor of an Atlantic City church. In following up that lead, we 
found that there were two other S&T workers engaged in such 
work. This led to further revelations. 
 “After taking group photographs of twelve of the clergymen 
in a conference at Woodstown, we learned that there were at least 
14 others whom we had over-looked. The story was revised to 
include them and individual photos obtained of eleven more. If 
we have missed any, we apologize in advance for the oversight.” 
 While most of the men serve as assistant or substitute 
preachers and a majority serves in the South Jersey area, some 
are full-time ordained ministers. The churches, ranging from 
small unpretentious buildings and little congregations to large, 
well-endowed ones, are located in New Jersey, Maryland, 
Delaware and Pennsylvania. 
 Though of varying denominations, all of the men whom we 
interviewed expressed the same motivation for their pursuits— 
a sincere inner-conviction of their calling and the interest in 
spiritual uplift of their fellow-men. 
            (continued on page 6) 
 

 
 

Photographed at a group conference in Woodstown, recently, were the above 

twelve Chambers Works employees who act as clergymen in their spare time. 

They are: Front row—Andrew Watson, Isiah Pittman, Peter Taylor, George 

Woodards. Second row—Frank Richardson, J. L. Brokenbrough, Winfred 

Scott and Clarence Wilson, Top—York Archibald, Peter Washington, David 

DuPree and Charles West. (Courtesy Chambers Works News)  
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The Quarterly Newsletter is  
published by the                                  

Salem County Historical Society  
Spring, Summer, Fall and Winter. 

 
Mission Statement: The mission of 
the Salem County Historical Society 
is to seek, document, preserve, 
interpret and perpetuate Salem 
County's heritage, and to enhance the 
awareness and appreciation of that 
heritage, through its research, 
collections, functions, exhibits, 
educational programs and 
publications, for the benefit of future 
generations and for the betterment of 
the community. 

 
Research Library &                       

Museum Hours 
Tuesday through Saturday    

Noon - 4PM 
Admission Fee $5.00 

Free for Members 
www.salemcountyhistoricalsociety.com 

 
Address Correspondence to: 

Salem County Historical Society 
83 Market Street 

Salem, New Jersey 08079 
Tel. (856) 935-5004 

 
This publication may include historical 
materials that contain language or 
stereotypes reflecting the culture or 
language of a particular period or 
place.  These items are presented as 
part of the historical record. 

 

 

Please Recycle your Newsletter 

Spring is the season of renewal.  This does not just apply to the trees and the 

fields, but to the Salem County Historical Society as well.  This spring will 

bring new ideas and new projects to the Society, and we look forward to 

presenting them to our members and to the community at large.  First and 

foremost of the new will be our temporary exhibit, “How to Make It in 

Salem County: Stories of Creativity, Craftsmanship and Industry,” opening 

soon.   

This new exhibit will highlight Salem County’s long history of innovation 

and artistry through objects and stories of individuals such as the author 

George Agnew Chamberlain, artist Lucy Holme, and scientist Charles 

Peterson.  It will also feature industries such as glass, pottery, chemicals and 

ship and boat building among many others.  Included in the exhibit are 

things made in Salem County as far back as the Lenni Lenape culture and as 

recently as today.  The exhibit will also launch our “You Can Touch It” 

program, which features materials that can be picked up and handled as well 

as interpretive labels designed for kids.  The exhibit will launch on Saturday, 

May 2, 2015.  The Society is looking forward to presenting this fun and 

fascinating look at the creative spirit in our county.  Look to our website and 

Facebook page in the coming weeks for more information about the exhibit 

and corresponding events. 

Spring also means more opportunities for education and outreach in our 

community.  The school groups return to the Society in April, May and June, 

and in addition to the visits to the Society, we will be taking our programs 

out to local schools to teach about life in Salem County in the past.  The 

Society also looks forward to participating in spring events like Arts in 

Bloom.  Recent renovations at the Historical Society buildings will allow us 

more opportunities to display the wonderful art that is in our collection.  

Stop by the Society in the next few weeks to see some of the paintings that 

have not been on display for some time.   

The spring events and activities around the Society are always a good time 

to reflect on how much we rely on the support of our dedicated volunteers 

and members.  It is because of you that we are able to put on new programs 

and new exhibits and further our mission to preserve and present our local 

heritage.  We hope that in the coming weeks and months you will come to 

the Society, see the new exhibit, enjoy our new programs, and experience 

the fruit of your support.  As always, we thank you!   

Sincerely, 

 

Andrew R. Coldren 

 

http://www.salemcounty.com/schs
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Calendar of Events  
 Sunday, March 8, 2015                                                      

Quarterly Meeting 1:30PM Friends Village in Woodstown                                                  
Speaker: Dr. Jean Soderlund                                              
Topic: Lenape Country: Delaware Valley society before 
William Penn  

 Tuesday, March 10, 2015 Monthly Meeting: 
Genealogical Society of Salem County 7:00PM                             
Friends Village in Woodstown                                                               
Speaker: Judith Krall-Russo                                                      
Topic: “Blueberries: New Jersey’s Wonder Fruit” 

 Sunday, April 12, 2015                                                       
Cumberland County Historical Society                                      
Second Sunday Meeting 2:00PM in Greenwich, NJ                                                                                 
Speaker: Joseph A. Grabas                                                        
Topic: Owning New Jersey: Historic Tales of War, 
Property Disputes & the Pursuit of Happiness  

 Tuesday, April 14, 2015                                                      
Monthly Meeting: Genealogical Society of Salem County 
7:00PM Friends Village in Woodstown                                          
Speaker: Claire E. Keenan                                                            
Topic: Irish Research 

 Thursday, April 16, 2015                                                       
Informative Lecture 7:00PM                                     
Gloucester County Historical Society Library in Woodbury                                             
Speaker: Jill Rawnsley, Archival Preservation Consultant                                                                            
Topic: Introduction to the Philadelphia City Archives 
Seating is limited; call (856) 845-4771 for reservations. 

 Saturday, May 2, 2015                                                                                      
Our newest exhibit, “How to Make It in Salem County: 
Stories of Creativity, Craftsmanship and Industry” opens to 
the public! 

 Saturday, May 16, 2015                                                
Cumberland County Historical Society                                
Sampler Exhibit opening                                                       
Title: “Cumberland County Schoolgirl Needlework”                                                     
Location: Greenwich, NJ Time: To be announced 

 Sunday, June 14, 2015                                                       
Quarterly Meeting 1:30PM 
Speaker: Peter Harp                                                           
Topic: Lighthouses       Location: To be announced. 

 

 Join us on Sunday, March 8, 
2015 at 1:30PM Friends Village in 
Woodstown, New Jersey. Our guest 
speaker will be Dr. Jean Soderlund 
who will discuss Lenni Lenape 
culture and Delaware Valley society 
before William Penn. 

March Quarterly Meeting 

Society News 

In January, the Society 

welcomed three new Board 

member, Bonny Beth Elwell, 

Carl Nittinger, and Sheldon 

Strober.  As always, we 

appreciate those who volunteer 

their time in order to aid the 

Society.  Welcome to all!  

Also in January, the Society 

welcomed a new volunteer 

intern, Eva Marie Fuschillo from 

Pilesgrove, NJ.  Eva has received 

a Bachelor of Arts in 

Anthropology/Archaeology from 

The Evergreen State College in 

Olympia, Washington, and has 

experience in fine arts 

conservation and archaeological 

surveying.  We look forward to 

putting her experiences to use 

here at the Society. 

On January 29th, the Society was 

honored by the Salem County 

Chamber of Commerce for our 

longstanding membership.  The 

Society is pleased to support the 

Chamber and its mission to 

promote local business.    

 

On February 5th, the Society 

went on the road to the Mary 

Shoemaker School to present a 

program on “Life in Colonial 

America” for two 2nd grade 

groups. 

In April the Society will 

welcome the P.W. Carleton 

School for three days of 

educational programming on 

Salem County history and life in 

the past.   

On Saturday, May 2nd, the 

Society will open a brand new 

exhibit, “How to Make It in 

Salem County: Creativity, 

Craftsmanship and Industry in 

Salem County”.  The exhibit will 

feature objects, photographs and 

archival materials highlighting 

300 years of creating new things 

in Salem County. 

Also on May 2nd, in conjunction 

with the opening of this exhibit, 

all members are invited to an 

open house where light snacks 

and refreshments will be served. 

We look forward to seeing you 

there! 

The Salem County 

Historical Society is 

pleased to announce 

our new exhibit, 

“How to Make It in 

Salem County: 

Stories of Creativity, 

Craftsmanship and 

Industry” opening at 

our Grant House 

headquarters on 

Saturday, May 2, 

2015.  The exhibit 

will feature a look at 

the spirit of creativity 

and innovation in our 

communities from 

the native peoples to 

the present day.  

Included will be 

books, art, machines, science and technology all made here in 

our county and by individuals who lived here.  Please check 

our website and Facebook page in the coming weeks for 

more information on this exciting exhibit. 

Upcoming Exhibit 

Depicted above is the interior of the 

Ayars Machine Company 
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2014 Annual Appeal  

Anonymous                                                                         
Harlan and Gretchen Buzby                                                          
Robert L. Davis                                                                       
JPMorgan Chase & Co.                                                              
Sharon Kellum                                                                                      
Rev. Dr. Lois O. Miltmore                                                         
Ellen Morrissey                                                                                                                              
Dr. and Mrs. Lawrence B. Owen                                              

Carl S. and Betty Brown Pitts                                                            
Rev. Maerena W. Poole                                                               
Janet Sheridan                                                                                   
Mr. and Mrs. B. Harold Smick, Jr.                                                   
John D. Streetz                                                                              
Lydia Y. Thompson                                                                       
Alice Waddington  

The Salem County Historical Society is extremely grateful to all those who contributed to our Annual Appeal.  Your contributions support our 

efforts to maintain our facilities, create new exhibits, and preserve and conserve our objects, books and archival materials.                                                

We thank you! 

C. C. Fithian, of Salem, is the owner of the 
Rebel flag that floated over Fort Fisher in 1865.  

The Monitor, Woodstown, NJ, February 14, 1890 

FORT FISHER 

 Our citizens expressed their satisfaction at 
the capture of Fort Fisher, by firing guns and 
ringing bells on Wednesday afternoon. 

The Salem Sunbeam, Salem, NJ, January 20, 1865 

James and Helen Acton 

Gwen D. Art in honor of,                               
Barbara and Brian Duffy                                                           

Honorable G. Thomas Bowen,                              
in memory of Thomas H. Bowen 

Bob and Sue Breslin, in memory of 
Honorable Norris B. Williams and 
Annabelle D. Williams                                   

Brooks Auctioneers                                           

Shirley and Bob Brooks                                            

Joan Miller Brown                                          
in memory of, Wyatt Miller and                      
Esther Griffin Miller Morris                                                                   

Mrs. Louise G. Brown                                            

Gail S. Boyd                                                              

Gretchen and Harlan Buzby                                      

Mr. and Mrs. David S. Campbell                          

Andrew and Christy Carpenter                         

Donna and John Carpenter                                   

Mr. and Mrs. John S. Carpenter, Jr.                

Corinne Ashton Connor, in memory of 
Norman R. Ashton 

Robert Alfred Cornatzer, in memory of 
Ananias and Jane Tharp 

David and Suzanne Culver                                 

Greg Dorrell, in memory of                            
Robert P. Dorrell                                                               

Mr. and Mrs. Brian M. Duffy                                             

Gerald Eddis                                                                

Jack Elk                                                                       

Mr. and Mrs. Charles Erhardt, Jr.,               
in memory of Charles and Thelma Erhardt                                                  

James M. Eyler                                                       

Farmers Mutual Fire Insurance 

Dorothy Fisher, in memory of                         
Nancy B. Fogg                                                     

William J. Gallo, Jr.                                                

Nancy Gormley, in memory of                    
Catherine Bludzius                                                      

Cathy Gray, in memory of                    
Blanch Patrick Pauling                                                             

Greg Guderian                                                  

Marie and Charles Haaf, Jr.                               

Mary D. Hancock, in memory of                 
William C. Hancock, Jr.                                                                                                

Charlotte and Charles Harrison                       

Harvest Community Bank                               

Katherine Heverin                                            

John and Wanda Hofbauer                         

William C. Horner                                                                                                                                                                          

Joann Humphrey                                                   

Carol Wright Hunter, in memory of   
George B. Wright                                                     

Margaret Hilliard Johnson                                    

Noel Kemm, in memory of Max and Lucky                                               

J. Gill and Sylvia Lippincott, in memory of 
Harry W. Buzby                                                

Sara Ann Mancus                                                     

Mannington Mills, Inc. 

John P. McCarthy                                            

Robert S. McPherson                                           

Tom and Barbara Miller                                        

Ellen Morrissey                                               

Dennis and Trudy O’Hare, in memory of 
Elizabeth A. Carey                                          

Dr. and Mrs. Lawrence B. Owen                     

Thomas A. Pankok                                                 

Marion Patrick, in memory of                               
C. Allen Patrick                                                             

Pilesgrove-Woodstown Historical Society 

Gary M. Salber                                                        

Mrs. William V. Saunderlin,                         
in memory of William V. Saunderlin                                        

Craig and Gaynel Schneeman                              

Marie Schuster                                                 

Marianne Scollan                                            

Mr. and Mrs. B. Harold Smick, Jr.                                        

Sarah Alexander Smith                                     

Nancy E. Spangler, in memory of                      
Ford and Mariana Spangler                                             

Marjory T. Standiford                                          

Janice V. Stavenick, in memory of 
Margaret Minch Van Meter                                                

Walter L. Stewart, Jr., in memory of 
Joseph R. Stewart and                                         
Mary Reeves Stewart                                                               

Lois Strang                                                                                                          

Dr. Sheldon Strober and                             
Reverend C. Scott Trull                                          

Louis Clifford Van Doren                                          

Alice Waddington                                                                             

Emilie H. Walker, in memory of                     
George Burton Houghton                                                  

Michael S. Warner                                               

Jean E. Whitaker                                             

Mr. and Mrs. Gary Wilson                              

Jonathan E. Wood                                           

Elizabeth H. Yerkes                                          

Russell and Eleanor Young, in memory of 
Lucy Ebert 

           

2014 CONTRIBUTORS                                                     
JOHN S. ROCK LECTURE & MEMORIAL FUND 

—An entertainment called the “Crowning of the Queen of May,” will be given in Mt. 
Pisgah A.M.E. Church, on Yorke Street, on Thursday evening. Admission, 15 cents. 

The South Jerseyman, Salem, NJ, May 13, 1884 
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Library Acquisitions:                                                               Museum Acquisitions: 
Acito, Nancy. Spr ingfield, PA. Five boxes of letter s, photographs, 

ledgers, and memorabilia of the Anne Dickeson family. (2014.056)                                                             

Almond, Judy. Woodstown, NJ. Album containing twenty-eight 

photographs found in Woodstown, NJ. Birth certificate for Reba L. Boggs 

born April 29, 1905 in Salem City to William Boggs and Mary Bert. Letter 

that certifies the birth of David H. Boggs, born in the City of Salem, NJ on 

June 22, 1910. (2014.070)                                                                                                                

Boon, Robert P. Pennsville, NJ. (on behalf of Susan Winter s Baum) 

Four playbills published by the Woman’s Auxiliary to the Memorial 

Hospital of Salem County entitled, “Follies of” for the years 1959, 1960, 

1961 and 1963. (2014.064)                                                                                                               

Clark, Joyce. Elkton, MD. Five postcards depicting var ious sites 

around Salem County. One photograph of Mr. and Mrs. William Hancock, 

Sr. at Roadstown Baptist Church, 1961. One magazine article entitled, 

“Houses Used Brick Interestingly!” by Joseph S. Sickler. One thumbnail 

sketch detailing a history of the Hancock House. (2014.065)                                                          

Holston, George. Collingswood, NJ . Eighth grade graduation cer tificate 

for George M. Holston, Department of Public Instruction County School 

Certificate, Salem, NJ, dated June 10, 1924. (2014.071)                                        

Laughlin, Daniel. Cape May, NJ . One ledger  entitled, " Sharpe, of 

Wiltshire, Gloucestershire, Kingdom of England: Roundwood in the 

Queen's County, Kingdom of Ireland: Salem, Province of West New Jersey, 

1642-1895." (2014.072)                                                                                     

Magill, Ronald. Salem, NJ . 1902 Tax Assessor ’s Book for Elsinboro 

Township, Salem County, NJ. (2014.061)                                                                

Magill, Ronald. Salem, NJ . One CD containing the images of the 1722 

Abel and Mary Nicholson House in Elsinboro Township, Salem County, 

NJ. (2014.063)                                                                                            

Mulford, John. Hockessin, DE. One map of Delaware River  entitled, 

“Smyrna to Wilmington,” 18th edition, September 27, 1969. (2014.023)       

Nittinger, Carl. Salem, NJ . Four  copies of, “The Carriage Journal, Vol. 

52, No.1-5.”  (2014.065)                                                                                                            

Temple, Brian. Gibbstown, NJ . Book, Philadelphia Quakers and the 

Antislavery Movement by Brian Temple. (2014.067)                                               

Weis, Rosemary. Ocoee, FL. Book, The Ghost of Alloway  by Rosemary 

Weis. (2014.068)                                                                                    

Wirth, Joan. Woodstown, NJ. Photomontage of the Woodstown Civic 

Orchestra of Woodstown, NJ circa 1930. (2014.050)                                             

Historical Society of Penns Grove, Carneys Point and Oldmans. Penns 

Grove, NJ. Various photographs of the Woodstown Flood of 1940, maps of 

the City of Salem dated 1937 compiled by Harry H. Skinner, one 

newspaper issue of the Salem Standard and Jerseyman, dated June 15, 1944 

depicting Woodstown High School graduates for the year 1944, pamphlet 

entitled, "Wartime Suggestions," pamphlet entitled, "Music Festival 

Woodstown Opera House May 6, 1915 Mr. H. M Staton Music 

Supervisor,” pamphlet entitled, "A history of the Woodstown National 

Bank and Trust Company from 1920-1995," various membership cards and 

identification cards for local social clubs dating from the 1940s and 1950s. 

(2014.069) 

Hassler, Ken. Salem, NJ . Political campaign pin that reads, “For 

Congress, D. Stewart Craven,” silver spoon with an engraving that reads,                        

“C. Rumsey,” silver spoon with an engraving that reads, "J. C. Farr & Co." 

on one side and "Eakin" on the other side. (2014.032)                                                             

Mulford, John. Hockessin, DE.  A wooden fish net box, two orange 

buoys, two flags, two life preservers, one anchor, one lead line and a line of 

six floating dobbs. (2014.023)                                                                                    

Short, Mary Lou. Woodstown, NJ . One post Civil War  wooden and 

metal crutch, one corn popper made of metal mesh wire with metal lid and 

wooden handle. (2014.030) 

 

 

…in consequence of the assassination of                  

President Lincoln… 

 At a meeting [April 15, 1865] of the citizens of Salem, 
held in the Court House, Mr. Ingham, in a lucid and effective 
speech, stated the object for which we had convened was, to 
take into consideration the propriety of evincing our sorrow, 
in consequence of the assassination of President Lincoln, in 
some public manner. 

 Mr. Ingham, Jr., then presented the following 
Resolutions, which, after remarks by several gentlemen, 
were unanimously adopted: 

 Whereas—We have received with the profoundest 
sorrow, intelligence of the death of our President— 

 Resolved—That as a community we take measures to 
make Public testimony of our great grief, at the loss of him 
so ruthlessly snatched from the place of high honor which he 
has so long and ably filled. 

 Resolved—That the Mayor be requested to recommend 
that at the hour appointed for the funeral of Mr. Lincoln, all 
places of business in our city be closed; the flags be 
drooped, or displayed at half mast, the bells of the town to be 
tolled, and minute guns to be fired for the space of one hour. 

 Resolved—That hereby the citizens of Salem be 
requested to wear crape upon the left arm, for the term of one 
week, commencing on the day of the funeral obsequies. 

 Resolved—That the different churches of this town be 
requested to drape their pulpits in black for thirty days. 

 Resolved— That copies of these resolutions be inserted 
in the next issue of both the Salem papers. 

E. DUNN, President, 

JAS. ANDERSON, Sec’y                                                                   

National Standard, Salem, NJ, April 19, 1865 

The old eight-day clock sold at the sale of Samuel Brooks was over  
100 years old, and had twice been taken from a burning building. It 
brought $25, and an old spinning-wheel was knocked off at seven 
dollars.                     The Monitor, Woodstown, NJ, February 14, 1890 

An Old Sleigh 

 The sleigh which Freeholder Joe Mayhew, of Upper Pittsgrove, was riding in about Elmer during the recent snow is believed to be fully one 
hundred and thirty years old and has always been in the Mayhew family. It ought to have a pension. Ghkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkl;;llllllllllllllllllll                                                                                
Elmer Times, Elmer, NJ, February 24, 1899 

SLEIGHING.—The sleighing hereabouts since Monday 
morning, is reported very good. The horses are suffering, the 
frolickers are abroad, and the tavern-keepers appear satisfied. 
We expect to chronicle a large number of marriages which 
must necessarily grow out of the sleighing parties. Let 
Brother Spencer, of the Times, think of this state of affairs 
and weep. Few and far between are such epochs in the 
Southern country. Jlklklklk;ll;l;l;klkjkljkljlkjkljkljkljkljkljljl                                                                           
National Standard, Salem, NJ, January 2, 1850  
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(continued from cover) As one put it, “Just as we work here to 
produce Better Things for Better Living, Through Chemistry, so, 
off-the-plant, I do try to produce Better Things for Better Living 
here and in the hereafter, through ministry.” 
 Knowing that there is a tendency for hard-boiled workers to 
scoff at and ridicule religionists, we asked one of the men about 
the attitude of his fellow-workers toward him. “Why they are the 
finest bunch of fellows you’d ever want to know,” he said, as 
though surprised by the question. “They’re not all church 
members. Some don’t even have very definite ideas about 
religion, but I don’t know of any that don’t believe in God. 
 “It’s really a sincere tribute,” he continued, “to note the 
respect that they have for my calling. Even in times of stress, 
when men are inclined to let out a few cuss-words, they temper 
their speech when I’m near. I remember one time when a new 
man joined our shop and let out with some profane talk, not 
knowing that I’m a minister. When he found out, he came 
around later and apologized. 
 “It’s things like that which make me believe that most men 
are inherently good and that they’re ashamed of their occasional 
lapses into badness. 
The clergymen, in alphabetical order, are: 
 York W. Archibald, an Azo Area pressman, who is 
assistant pastor of Mt. Zion Apostolic Temple at Salem and 
pastor of Christ Apostolic Temple, Kennett Square, Pa. Though 
born in Greensboro, NC, York came north as a child, attended 
Albany, NY High School and the Boston Trade School, after 
which he became converted and, after some religious training, 
went into the ministry and has preached in services as far as the 
Midwest. 
 C. Morris Bates, who has been at the Sulfur  Black Bldg. 
for 19 years, is an ordained preacher with the Christian 
Fellowship Association and serves eight churches in New Jersey 
and Pennsylvania. However, most of his work is at a mission 
near 7th and Race Sts., Phila. He was formerly a Methodist lay 
preacher. 
 James Brockenbrough, another  Azo employee, is 
assistant pastor of the Seventh Day Adventist Church in Jericho, 
NJ and began his ministry in Bridgeton in 1949, later serving at 
Paulsboro. He qualified for his license through the Home Study 
Institute of Washington, DC. 
 Eugene Calkin, a mechanic in Engineer ing Area 2-A and 
a 14-year resident of Pennsville, is a lay preacher in the 
Pennsville Assembly of God Church. Most of his preaching is 
done on a substitute basis. 
 Spicadoro DiTonno, a resident of Paulsboro since 1917 
and a 31-year service employee, preaches in both English and 
Italian with the Church of the Holy Ghost which has 
congregations at Paulsboro, Mullica Hill and Camden. Of his 10 
children, the oldest son, Lawrence, 24, is studying for the 
ministry. A daughter, Carolina, is employed at Rubber Lab. 
 David DuPree, Heavy Chemicals Area employee, is 
assistant pastor of the Morning Star Apostolic Church, at 
Camden, NJ. 
 Joel B. Eggleston, Jr., 9-year service Petroleum Lab 
employee and resident of Collins Park, is a lay minister at 
Calvary Episcopal Church, Wilmington and licensed by the 
Bishop of Delaware. He was confirmed in New York State and 
was first licensed as a lay minister for St. John’s Church, New 
York City. 
 Thomas P. Gebhart, a Construction wage incentive 
applicator and resident of Wilmington, is an ordained minister 
and pastor of the First Baptist Church, of Holloway Terrace, DE. 
He studied at the American Theological Seminary and later was 

a chaplain’s assistant in the U. S. Army. 
 Carmult Jackson, a technician at Jackson Laboratory 
since 1936, studied for the ministry at Andover-Newton 
Theological Seminary, Mass. He also holds a Bachelor of Arts 
degree from Bucknell. A resident of Salem, he is ordained and 
has served as pastor of the First Baptist Church, Elmer, is now 
temporary pastor of the Salem Memorial Baptist Church and 
also engages in supply work for Baptist, Methodist and 
Presbyterian churches. His son, Charles, is studying for the 
ministry at Eastern Baptist Seminary. 
 Karl Locke, who has been with T.E.L. Area for  18 years, 
is affiliated with the Salem Pentecostal Church which he serves 
as substitute pastor. Two of his nine children were graduated 
from Central Bible Seminary. 
 Edward Pangburn, of Millville, who has been a licensed 
minister for six years, is an employee of the Power Division. He 
served as a pastor in the Central Baptist Church, Millville and 
fills various supply engagements. 
 Isiah Pittman, of Wilmington, who has worked at the 
T.E.L. Area for eleven years, was ordained as a pastor in Florida 
and came to Delaware doing Evangelist work. He is now State 
Evangelist for the Delaware and Chestertown, Maryland district 
of the Pentecostal Church. 
 Frank Richardson, who studied theology at Lincoln 
University, is pastor of the Pentecostal House of the Living God, 
Salem. A 10-year employee at T.E.L. here, he started to preach 
at 23 and is the father of eleven children. 
 Winfred Scott, who was raised in Pleasantville and who 
studied in the New Jersey A.M.E. Conference, is pastor of St. 
Stephen’s A.M.E. Church, Whitesboro. He has also held several 
other charges. He too is a T.E.L. employee. 
 Matthew Sheppard, an Engineer ing Area 3-D mechanic 
with 26 years service here, is a lay preacher with the Church of 
the Nazarene having helped found the one located in Deepwater 
and later been affiliated with one in Vineland. He served in 
Deepwater for six years. 
 Peter W. Taylor, a Rubber  Lab employee, is pastor  of the 
Morning Star Baptist Church, Woodstown and was ordained 
after having studied at the Baptist Theological Seminary and the 
New Era Theological School, Philadelphia. 
 Paul W. Vander Loo, an engineer  in the Work 
Simplification Section of the Methods and Standards Div., is 
pastor of the Heisler Memorial Methodist Church at Heislerville, 
Cumberland County. A resident of Bridgeton, he was born in 
Holland, came to America as a child and entered the ministry, as 
a member of the Methodist faith, serving as supply minister in 
various Cumberland and Salem County churches. 
 Peter Washington, who lives near  Penns Grove and is an 
employee of the Heavy Chemicals Area, is affiliated with the 
Alpha and Omega Pentecostal Church at Baltimore, Maryland. 
He became interested in church work in his native Virginia 
where he worked for DuPont at the Rayon Works in Richmond. 
The father of eleven children, he is a first class operator at Ethyl 
Chloride and has 18 years of service with the company. 
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 Andrew Watson, a Stores Div. employee and resident of 
Penns Grove, is pastor of St. Paul’s U.A.M.E. Church, Atlantic 
City which recently called him. A native of Woodstown, he has 
worked for the company since 1923 and prepared for the 
ministry by attending Boulden’s Academy and Seminary. 
 Charles H. West, of the Azo Area, is assistant pastor  of 
Shiloh Baptist Church, Penns Grove, a veteran of World War I 
and served as a chaplain with the army in World War II. He has 
27 years company service, of which, 24 have been spent at Azo. 
He prepared for the ministry at Moody Bible Institute. 
 William E. Wilkie, a former  resident of Penns Grove who 
now lives at Westmont, is an employee of the Heavy Chemicals 
Area with service dating from 1928. Affiliated with the 
Wesleyan Methodist Church, he studied with the Bible Institute 
of the American Theological Seminary and serves as a 
Conference preacher in the Middle Atlantic Conference and fills 
a supply pastorate at Trainer, PA and Lambertville, NJ. 
 Clarence Wilson, a Stores Div. employee with 26 years 
service, is assistant pastor of Ephesus Pentecostal Church, Salem 
and entered the ministry 14 years ago. 
 George A. Woodards, who studied at Lincoln University, 
is pastor of two churches—Price’s Chapel, Sudlersville, MD, 
and Wesley Henry Church, Golts, MD. His father, who died 
when he was seven, was president of the African United 
Methodist Protestant Conference and his grandfather was also a 
preacher. George, who has 19 years of company service, has 
been preaching since 1939, filling pastorates at various 
Maryland locations. 

 “The colored people of Bushtown will lay the corner- 
stone of the new Mt. Zion A. M. E. Church at that place on 
Sunday, August 14th. A big day is expected. Bishop Tanner, 
assisted by the Rev. C. C. Green, pastor of the church, will 
perform the ceremonies.” 
The South Jerseyman, Salem, NJ, August 2, 1892 

Ancient Field Stone 
or “Grave Marker” Found  

 There has recently been added to the valuable collection of 
articles at the headquarters of the Salem County Historical 
Society an ancient grave stone. It was found by “Buddy” Dilks, 
of Salem, in a ditch near Pig’s Eye (Harrisonville), Lower 
Penn’s Neck township, during some construction work. 
 The “field stone,” as the term was applied years ago, 34x15 
inches, bears the following inscription: 

R * V 
Ranier Vanhist 
Dyed December 
ye 21 d and 1745 
Agd 32 yr 3 mons 

& 13 Days 
 It is the longest inscription, we understand, that has ever 
been seen on a grave stone. How the stone came to get into the 
ditch no one knows. It is presumed it came from property 
owned by the Vanhist, for it was very common with the earlier 
settlers in Salem county families to have burying grounds on 
land near their homes. 
 Walter Hall, President of the Salem County Historical 
Society, in looking up records has found that Ranier Vanhist, 
Esq. was mentioned as “appraiser of Penns-Cow-Neck, Salem 
county, was the only son of Ranier and Elizabeth Vanhist and 
inherited from his parents several hundred acres of land. Some 
of it where he lived was located on the ‘old cart road’ that leads 
through the iron mine towards Cornelius Cornelinson’s.” 
Salem Standard & Jerseyman, Salem, NJ, March 23, 1939 

Corner-stone Laying 

The corner-stone of the new Mt. Pisgah A.M.E. Church, on 
Yorke Street, was laid on Thursday afternoon with interesting 
ceremonies, and was witnessed by quite a number of people. 
The exercises began at three o’clock by singing, after which 
Rev. G. E. Boyer, of Burlington, led in prayer. Rev. W. E. 
Stiles, the late pastor of the old church, read a portion of 
Scriptures pertaining to the occasion. The sermon was ably 
preached by Rev. B. T. Turner, editor of the Christian Recorder, 
the official church paper. 
 After a collection toward the new edifice, the corner-stone 
ceremonies began, which were of an interesting character. In a 
tin box in the corner-stone were placed a copy of the Christian 
Recorder, a copy of the Standard and the Sunbeam, a hymn 
book belonging to the pastor, Rev. R. M. Turner, a list of the 
Bishops, church officers and members, the names of our city 
officers, and several other things. 
 We understand that the congregation has collected about 
$1,000 toward the church, and the edifice is being pushed 
toward completion, the mason work being done by John 
Perrine, and the carpenter work by Thomas S. Sinnickson. 
National Standard, Salem, NJ, August 28, 1878 

An Old Church to be Sold. 

 The trustees of the Mt. Hope M. E. Church, of this 
city, will sell at public sale next Saturday, the old 
building in the rear of their church on East Broadway. 
This old building was the first Baptist church ever built 
in Salem County, it being the identical building erected 
by that denomination at Mill Hollow on the road from 
Salem to Quinton, in 1743. hlhlhlhlhllhlhlhlhlhlhlhlhlhlh                                                        
 Rev. Job Sheppard was the first pastor—but the 
church was not regularly constituted as a distinct church 
until 1754, although meetings were regularly held there 
immediately after the erection of the church.  This was m 
also the first Baptist Society constituted in Salem County. 
 Meetings were held in this church until 1790, when 
the old meeting house was sold, and moved to Salem and 
used as a barn for several years.  The colored Methodists 
of this city subsequently purchased it, and moved it onto 
their lot on East Broadway, using it first as a church, and 
subsequently by the Board of Education as a school for 
colored children. Glglglhlhlhlhlhlhlhlhllg;g;gglgllglglggl                                                                          
 The trustees of the Mt. Hope church now intend to 
sell it on Saturday, to get it out of the way. 

The South Jerseyman, Salem, NJ, October 24, 1882 
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Bruce A. Bendler received his Ph.D. in history from the University of 
Delaware in 2000. He has previously contributed to Delaware History, 
New Jersey History, Cecil Historical Journal of the Cecil County 
(Maryland) Historical Society and the Quarterly Newsletter of the 
Salem County Historical Society. Bendler is adjunct professor of 
history at the University of Delaware. Dr. Bendler also does research 
work and cataloguing for Oak Knoll, an antiquarian book store in New 
Castle, Delaware. 

MITTENS WANTED.— A member of 
Company K, 4th New Jersey Regiment, 
writes us that the men want mittens. He 
says they are well cared for in other 
respects—are well clothed and have plenty 
to eat. As this company was recruited 
principally in this county by Capt. Lumly, 
we presume the fact that mittens are needed 
by the men composing it, has only to be 
made known, to have them provided, either 
by the Ladies’ Aid Society, or by the 
friends of the volunteers.— The regiment is 
now encamped near Alexandria, Va., to 
which place donations should be sent. 

National Standard, Salem, NJ,                                
December 25, 1861 

 

CIVIL WAR 

 The Major Reybold brought down nearly five hundred rebel 
prisoners, mostly officers, to Fort Delaware on Sunday last. 
They were from Camp Chase, Ohio. They were in charge of two 
companies of the 88th Ohio. We learn that upwards of 1,500 
prisoners are at the Fort.  

National Standard, Salem, NJ April 15, 1863 
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List of Letters 
Remaining in the Post Office at Woods- 

Town, New-Jersey, March 31, 1823. 

Ara Adams 
Job Bavis 
Isaac Bacon 
William Borton 
George Colwell 
John Davis 
Daton Daniels 
Thomas Dickor 
Nathan Evans 
Given Flitcraft 
Joseph Fogg 

Joseph Fields 
Levi Jenings 
Samuel Johnson 
Thomas Ivins 
Jonathan Pederick 
Eliza & Sidnay Owen 
Achsa Hobins 
Rachel Ridgway 
Samuel Riley 
Israel R. Clawson, P.M. 

One of Salem’s Industries…BUTTONS 
 The question, “Where do all the pins go?” can be 
met by the question, “What becomes of all the 
buttons?” This question forcibly struck us while 
witnessing the operation of manufacturing buttons at 
the establishment of Mr. Wm. S. McDonald, on Olive 
street, who a few years ago removed his manufactory 
from Philadelphia to this city. 
 The manufacture of buttons is an interesting sight. 
The pearl shells from which the buttons are 
manufactured are imported, the greater bulk of them 
coming from the East Indies.  
 These shells are found in the ocean by the divers, 
and after the pearls are taken out, the shells are sold to 
be made into buttons, jewelry, etc. 
 The day we visited Mr. McDonald’s factory, the 
workmen were employed on common shirt buttons. 
The first process is that of cutting the button from the 
shell by a tool which we shall call a “saw-drill.” 
 These pieces of pearl are then washed in muriatic 
acid to make the edges smooth. The thickness of the 
pearl determines whether these pieces shall be cut in 
two.  
 The button is then passed to the “backer,” who 
rounds the back on a lathe. In fact the whole work in 
the manufacture of a button is done on lathes. 
 The little piece of pearl is then taken in hand by 
the “turner,” who turns and cuts out the face, and in 
fact finishes the button. The driller then takes the 
button, and punches four holes in it, through which 
the thread passes. It is this particular workman that the 
old bachelor, in sewing on buttons, is apt profane for 
not making the holes larger. 
 The buttons are then taken to the “sorter,” who 
sorts them into three grades, according to color, the 
pure white being “No. 1.” They are then sewed on 
cards, and are now ready for the market. 
 A single button passes through five hands before it 
is finished. The factory is now turning out ten gross a 
day. The greater part of the product is taken to the 
Philadelphia market, although Mr. McDonald supplies 
several of our local dealers.  
 Every style of pearl button as well as shirt studs, 
collar and cuff buttons, are manufactured at this place. 
Seven hands are employed and the motive power is a 
steam engine, recently put up. 
National Standard, Salem, NJ, January 15, 1879 

Home from War 
 We are pleased to see Lieut. L. Henry Smith, 2d N. J . 
Cavalry, at home and among his friends once more. After 
an arduous campaign in the Southwest, he was among those 
taken prisoner; and after spending several months in the 
prison-pens of Augusta, Macon, Andersonville, &c. (most 
of the time sick, from impure food,) he was finally 
exchanged at Savannah, just before Sherman captured that 
city. When he reached home he was only the shadow of his 
former self; but with the good cheer and full rations always 
found in a Jersey home, he is rapidly recovering strength 
and flesh. 
The Salem Sunbeam, Salem, NJ, January 13, 1865 

ALEXANDER’S ANNALS 

 

50 YEARS AGO 
The Monitor-Register, March, 1965 
• Site selected for new courthouse on                                       
 Market Street, Salem. 
• Demand for the new book “Fenwick’s                                                   
 Colony” has exceeded all expectations. 
• Postal stamp sought to commemorate the                         
 Twin Bridges. 
• Maurice W. Dilkes, president of the                                                    
 newly organized Salem County                                                   
 Shrine Club. 
• Peanut Butter —18 oz. jar, 49¢ —Food Fair. 

75 YEARS AGO 
 Elmer Times, March 1940 
• Borough Council suggests safety patrol                                      
 for school children. 
• 50th anniversary of Quinton Baptist                                              
 church celebrated. 
• Parvin CCC camps to continue. 
• “Home-Bilt” Stamp Club organized—                                        
 William Miller, president. 
• Electric rates to be reduced April 1st.                                                
 [?April Fool] 
 

100 YEARS AGO 
Penns Grove Record, March 1915 
• First convict road work in South Jersey                                            
 to begin. 
• Votes for women wanted. Suffragettes                                      
 organized all over Salem County. 
• Senior Class trip to Philadelphia to see                                  
 “Macbeth”. 
• 550 workers arrived from Wilmington                                                
 for Powder Mill construction. 
• Smallpox scare in South Jersey.                                            
 Commuter trains may carry disease. 

The new name of our post 
office, “Alloway,” (not 
Alloways, as some persist in 
calling it), went into effect 
on the first of the present 
month. [Postmaster: David 
Bowen]  
National Standard,                   

Salem, NJ, April 5, 1882 

APPLE TREES.— gkgk      
A schooner of 130 tons, 
cleared at Salem on 
Saturday last for East 
Jersey, loaded entirely with 
apple trees from Reeve’s 
celebrated Nursery in this 
County. 
 [Mr. S. Reeves]              
National Standard,                 
Salem, NJ, March 29, 1848 

[Samuel Reeves. The 
Reeves Nursery was 
established in 1790 by 
Joseph Reeves.] 

 

 

—A most beautiful sight 
can now be seen at Thomas 
Glynn’s lklklkl 
greenhouses, on Keasbey 
Street. His nine houses are 
filled with all kinds of rare 
and beautiful flowers. 
The South Jerseyman,  
Salem, NJ, May 6, 1884 

—We are under obligations 
to Josiah S. Harris, of the 
“Cream Ridge” farm, near 
Quinton, for a 44-pound 
watermelon. It was of the 
“Murphy” variety, and the 
many who helped to dissect 
it, say it was the best melon 
they ever tasted. 

The South Jerseyman, Salem, 
NJ, September 19, 1882 

Method of Increasing 
the Odour of Roses. 

 For this purpose, 
according to the author of 
the method, a large onion is 
to be planted by the side of 
the rose tree in such a 
manner that it shall touch 
the foot of the latter. The 
roses which will be 
produced, will have an 
odour[sic] much stronger 
and more agreeable than 
such as have not been thus 
treated, and the water 
distilled from these roses is 
equalor[sic] superior[sic] to 
that prepared by means of 
ordinary rose leaves. 

Salem Messenger & Public 
Advertiser, Salem, NJ, 
February 13, 1828 
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Volunteers 

Bruce Bendler, 
Ph.D. 

Robert A. Brooks, 
Ph.D. 

J. Harlan Buzby 

Michael J. Cooke 

Dave Culver 

Fred De Palma 

Peg Danner 

Bruce Doerr 

Barbara Smith Duffy 

Brian M. Duffy 

Bonny Beth Elwell 

Dottie Fisher 

William J. Gallo, Jr. 

Wayne Gotwals  

Charles Harrison 

Charlotte Harrison  

Katherine Heverin 

Peggy Kavanaugh  

Noel Kemm 

Joe Kimber 

Judy Kimber 

Ronald E. Magill 

Craig Maue 

Ellen Morrissey 

Barbara Nathan 

Trudy K. O’Hare 

Jonathan Husarik 

Carl Nittinger 

Lawrence B. Owen 

Amanda Pierce 

Bill Saunderlin 

Craig Schneeman 

Gay Schneeman 

Janet Sheridan  

Sheldon Strober, 
Ed.D.  

Maggie Vaughan 

Diane Wohlrab   

Ron Wohlrab 

 

 

Yes, I would like to become a member of the                   

Salem County Historical Society! 
 Name______________________________ New Member  Renewal or  Gift   

Address___________________________________________________________________ 

City, State, Zip__________________________________________________ 

Telephone_______________________  Email ____________________________________ 

Please make checks payable to the 

Salem County Historical Society. The Society now accepts credit card payments 
for 

 new memberships, renewals, and upgrades through our secure website: 
www.salemcountyhistoricalsociety.com  

RETURN TO: SCHS, 83 Market Street, Salem, NJ 08079 

Student     $10 

Individual    $25 

Family/Household  $40 

Partner     $100 

Sustaining    $150 

Contributing   $250 

Lifetime    $500 

Please circle your desired category 

We also have Business & Corporate  
Membership Opportunities! 

     Oak Tree Associate      $100-$249 

     Pedersen Providers      $250-$499 

     Goodwin Providers      $500-$999                                                                             

     Fenwick Benefactors     $1000+ 

For more information on how your business 
can become members of the Society, please 
call 856-935-5004 
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Individual 

Susan Boisvert 

Joseph Hancock 

Albert Haskey 

Patricia McAllister 

Laura Merlo 

Dina Parave-Fogg 

Patricia Richardson 

Carol Robinson 

Family 

Elizabeth Irvine 

In Memoriam 

Cornwell C. Martin 

Lucille Pote 

Corporate and Business Members 
“Partnerships with History” 

 

FENWICK BENEFACTORS 
Salem County Mutual Fire Insurance Company 

The Denn House at Hancocks Bridge 
GOODWIN PROVIDERS 

DuPont Chambers Works 
Mannington Mills, Inc. 

PEDERSEN PROVIDERS 
Farmers Mutual Fire Insurance Company 

of Salem County 
Henry D. Young, Inc. 

Kates Realty, LLC 
OAK TREE ASSOCIATES 

Bob Brooks Auction Sales 
Cowtown Rodeo 

Earle H. Sloan, Inc. 
Frank Leonards & Frank, LLC 

Franklin Bank 
Harvest Community Bank 
J. Givoo Consultants, Inc. 

John D. Jordan, Esq. 
Morgan’s Electrical Services 
Oak Tree Chapter-NSDAR 
Warner & Company, CPAs 

 
The Society is grateful for the support 

 of our corporate and business members.  
For more information about our 

 “Partnership with History” program 
Call (856) 935-5004 or visit 

www.salemcountyhistoricalsociety.com 

 

Board of Trustees 

Trudy K. O’Hare, President .....................................  2015 

David A. Culver, VP Museum ..................................  2016 

Ellen Morrissey, VP Library  ..................................  2017 

Craig Schneeman, VP Buildings & Grounds .........  2017 

Bonny Beth Elwell, VP Membership  ....................  2017 

Gaynel Schneeman, Treasurer  ................................  2016 

Margaret Danner, Recording Secretary ................ .. 2016 

William J. Gallo, Jr., Trustee  .................................  2017 

Barbara Smith Duffy, Trustee  ................................  2015 

Carl Nittinger, Trustee  .............................................  2016 

Sheldon Strober, Ed.D., Trustee ..............................  2017  

Diane Wohlrab, Trustee ...........................................  2016 

Robert A. Brooks, Ph.D., Trustee Emeritus 

Donald L. Pierce, Trustee Emeritus 

Newsletter: Harlan Buzby, Ellen Morrissey,                  

Richard Guido, Andrew R. Coldren 

Staff 
 

Administrator and Curator: Andrew R. Coldren 

Administrative Librarian: Richard Guido 

Bookkeeper: Wanda Hofbauer 

Groundskeeper: William Jackson 

Membership Report:  

A NEW MOWING MACHINE 

 —Messrs. Allen and Thompson, of this place, have invented a 
new mowing machine, which not only cuts as fast and as well as any 
other, but is lighter and consequently managed with greater facility. 
These gentlemen experimented with it on Friday last in the presence 
of a number of farmers, who were unanimous in testifying to its 
superiority over all others now in use.  What, with reaping, threshing, 
and mowing machines, the “good time” is fast coming when the “hard 
work” so generally associated with agriculture will be among the 
things that were.           National Standard, Salem, NJ, July 28, 1852 

Vaccination—The 
prevalence of small pox 
in the larger cities, and 
in some of the cities and 
towns of our State, 
should admonish           
us of the importance of 
vaccination. Our glglgllg 
physicians are ready to 
call upon any who may 
desire it. jkhkhkhkhkh                                      
The Salem Sunbeam, j;;;;;;;;;;       
Salem, NJ, January 27, 1865 

Miss Chapman has opened a wr iting school in Rumsey’s Hall. She is a 
competent teacher, and we advise our young lady and gentlemen readers to 
embrace the opportunity to improve their chirography.                

The Salem Sunbeam, Salem, NJ, January 13, 1865 



 

 

Salem County Historical Society 

83 Market Street  

Salem, NJ  08079 

Nonprofit 

Organization 

U.S. Postage 

PAID 

Pennsville, NJ 

Permit No. 118 

 

The Salem County Historical Society receives general operating support grants and project grants from the New Jersey Historical Commission, a division of the Department of 

State.  Additional funding has been made possible in part by funds from the New Jersey Historical Commission, a division of the Department of State, through the Salem 

County Board of Chosen Freeholders and the Salem County Cultural and Heritage Commission.   

 

YOUR AD HERE 

Call the Society for details                                 

(856) 935-5004 or  

Email: Adminassist@        

salemcountyhistorical 

society.com 

PHOTO ID PLEASE! INDEX 

QUARTERLY 
NEWSLETTER 

Volume 59, 2014 
To receive your index 
please send  $2.00 to: 

 

 Index 
Salem County Historical 

Society 
83 Market Street 
Salem, NJ 08079 

 

Non-Members                    

Please Enclose $5.00 

 

Unidentified photographs  
remain a perennial perplexity! 

Please assist in identifying these employees of the  
Salem Dress Company, who were photographed ca. 1924. 

  

 By 1920, the Russian immigrant, Sol Weinstein had established this 
sewing company and was the proprietor of The Quality Shop located at 186 
East Broadway, Salem that advertised ‘From Factory to you’. Sol and 
Elizabeth Weinstein resided with their children, Morris and Sylvia, at 19 
Walnut Street, Salem, New Jersey. 


